The Hon. Peter Walsh MP
Minister for Agriculture
Level 20, 1 Spring Street
Melbourne 3000

25 August 2011
Dear Minister Walsh,

As the Minister responsible for animal welfare I am writing to implore you to urgently act on behalf of Saigon — a 55 year old elephant currently in the custody of Perry Bros Circus.

Perry Bros Circus is now refusing to retire Saigon, despite her being too old to perform, and despite her having to endure oppressed living conditions whilst on the road that deny her the ability to express important natural behaviours such as exercising and playing.

Elephants are complex and highly intelligent animals. As you are aware, the Victorian code already recognises that keeping an elephant alone — and in a small enclosure void of environmental enrichment and exercise — is unacceptable. Despite this Perry Bros continue to keep Saigon with the circus in contravention of this code.

Minister, it is clear that with Perry Bros refusing to retire Saigon that the circus cannot be relied upon to act in the best interest of the elephant. Only your government is in a position to ensure the outcome that this 55-year-old elephant desperately deserves — which is retirement from public life.

New South Wales, South Australia and Queensland all have introduced regulations that prohibit the keeping of solitary elephants in circuses. Similarly, your government has the power to attach conditions to licence permits related to the keeping of exotic animals that would ensure Saigon's retirement.

Your government acting to ensuring Saigon's future wellbeing and to legislate to ensure no other elephant will be subjected to such unacceptable treatment will be broadly applauded by Victorians, and caring people throughout Australia.

I implore you to act on Saigon's behalf. After over 50 years performing in a circus for Australians we now owe this elephant peace and security in her remaining years.

Sincerely,

